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They "that know thy name will 7 their truſt in these. 


11 Ms 15 S men are prone to e | 


— 22 e be | they know God, and put their 
24 4 5 | truſt in him, though deſti- 
— 5: Se OS + tute of holineſs, 1t 1s a mat: 
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212 ter of the greateſt importance, 
A i Ae | + 


tg aſcertain the ſpirit of the | 


a or, God not only ſays, c Bleſſed 1 18 the man 
that truſteth 1 in the Lord; - but, © Curſed 15 the 
man whoſe heart departeth from him. 


Lr us, therefore, firſt, attend to the nature of 


knowing God: ſecondly, to the nature of ruſt 
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him: and thirdly, to the connexion between chriſ- 
tian knovledg: and chriſtian confidence, 


— 


Axd, let me aſk you, my chriſtian friends, to 


improve your humble influence at the throne of 
race, that I may treat theſe intereſting things in a 


manner, calculated to edify che knowing and in- 
rut the 1 ignorant. : 


FIRST, Let us attend to the nature of know- 
ing God. What is it to know God ? The queſtion 


zs important, and this muſt be the anſwer : To 


know God, is to keep his commandments. Ac- 
cordingly, ſays the ſpirit of inſpiration, © And 
hereby do we know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments. He that faith I know God, 


a 1 d keepeth not his commandments, is a lyar, 
"and the truth is not in him.” It is therefore obvi- 


ous, as love is the ſum of. obedience to the divine 


commands, that love to God and man, is the ſpirir 


of chriſtian knowledge. For, love is of God, and 


every one that loveth, is born of God, and know- Bo 


eth God. And, he that loveth not, knoweth not 


God 3 


God ; for God is love. The man, therefore, who 
knows God, is a man of impartial benevolence. 
He is a new creature, and bears the image of di- . 
vine benevolence upon his heart, His moral 
blindneſs is removed, and he ſees God, and divine 
things, with the eyes of love. His ſight is ſpiritu- 
al : and, while the natural man is morally incapa- | 
ble of loving the glory of God, he views it with 
increaſing pleaſure. For, the eye of benevolence 
is never weary of divine beauty. I beſeech thee, 
ſhew me thy plory, is the conſtant language of his 
heart, When God therefore diſplays the riches of 
his wiſdom, the majeſty of his power and the excel- 
lency of his goodneſs, in the operations of Provi- 
dence, his teachable ſoul is filled with admiration, _ 
reverence and delight.” As he partakes of the d : A 
vine nature; fo he poſſeſſes the divine intereſt, and 
acquaints himſelf with God, by the moſt intimate 
fellowſhip and communion. He enters into the y 


feelings of the Father , in ſending 115 Son to en- 


lighten this blind and ignorant world. He enters 


into the ſpirit of the benevolent Redeemer, in de- 
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1 8 } 
{ending from the throne of the univerſe, to aſſume 
the form of a ſervant, and gratefully takes up the 
eroſs according to his direction. He, even ſym- 


bolizes with Chriſt, in his ſufferings and death. 


For, he is influenced by that charity which ſeeketh 


not her own. He knows Chriſt by copying, his 
example. For, his benevolent commands are writ- 
ten upon his heart, and are a light to his feet; and 
a lamp to his path. They are ſweeter to him than 
honey, or the honey comb ; becauſe, like ſtreams, 
they lead him directly to the fountain of endleſs de- 
- light. As the dutiful child knows his father by 
15 ſeeing, and converſing freely with him every day; 
ſo the child of God is acquainted with his heaven- 


| ly Father, by the conſtant enjoyment of his pre- 
ſence. He knows God by living near him, and 


walking with him, in the path of duty. He knows 
bim! in the evening; for, he leaves himſelf and all 
things in his hand. He knows him in his cloſet ; 


for, he carefully converſes with him by ſecret pray- 


er. He is acquainted with God in the ſanctuarß 


for, he loves to wait upon him, in the diſpenſation 


. 45 9 1 — 
N his word, and the adminiſtration 97 ki ordinan« 


ces. He i 18 Happily acquainted with him, both i in 
proſperity and adverſity : for, his heart 1 is formed 


for gratitude and ſubmiſſion. In a word, he knows ' 
God | in cating and drinking, and all the actions of I ; 
life, in proportion to his obedience ; for, God loves 9 
to manifeſt himſelf to thoſe who love him and | 4 | 
keep his commandments. * Accordingly, ſays Chriſt 4 g 
to his Diſciples, But ye know him, for he dwelleth , 4 | 
in in you, and ſhall be in you. ; And, he chat hath my oy 4 1 = j 
| commandments and keepeth them, he it is that 1ov- I | 4 
eth me, and he that loveth me ſhall be loved be þ J 


my Father, and I will manifeſt myſelf unto him.” 
It is, therefore, ſufficiently obvious, that to know 
God, is to love him. It! is the benevolent heart 
which forms a ſaving acquaintance with the divine 5 

character. And as thoſe only know God at pre- ; = 
ſent who lows him ſupremely ; ſo Chriſt the . 
J udge of men' s hearts, will not know any others 
at the great day: but will ſay to all on his left hand, 

never knew you, depart fromme 1 into cverlaſting ä 
[fir r for the n 96 fad angels, . 1 8221 „ 1 
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Ir therefore follows, if I have given a i juſt view 


of the nature of knowing God, that the knowledge 


of ſome perſons who fondly flatter themſelves, they 


are acquainted with him, is nothing but moral ig- 


norance. The precious fruits of ſaving knowledge 
do not hang upon every bough. They never grow 
; upon a wild tree, though planted in the garden 
of the Lord: For, as is the tree, ſo will be the 


fruit. He, therefore, who remains in a ſtate of .: 


ture, like Iſrael's empty vine, bringeth forth fruit 


only to himſelf. But, let us diſtinguiſh carefully; 
for, it is not only neceſſary to tell what. religion is, 


but what it is not, that every complexion of moral 


ignorance may be pelt m6 


N rf, It is eviduai from what has been ſaid on 


the nature of ſaving knowledge, that a perſon 
may be poſſeſſed of a great degree of ſpeculative 
N Knowledge of God, and yet not know him. . Sav- 
ing knowledge belongs to the heart, and not to che 
head. Hence, it 18 common t to ſee perſons of great 


genius and learning, reaſon accurately upon the 


nature of divine things, poſſeſſed of the moſt vici- 
. | | 55 
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ous characters i in \ the world. They know their Maf- 
ter's will and do it not, and are therefore guilty 
of great moral ignorance.” Saving knowledge is 
always too high for a natural man; for, he has no 
cordial reliſh for divine things. He ſees Chriſt 
with the eye of reaſon, but rejects him at heart, be- 
cauſe he has no taſte for moral excellency. It is 8 
not ſpeculative knowledge which conſtitutes a chrif- 
tian ; 5 I have leave to ſay further, that it makes no 
part of the diſtinguiſhing character of a chriſtians + 5 .*s 1 
For, we all know, that Satan 18 poſſeſſ ed of a , Rog 9 0 
extenſive mind, and very bad heart. The Devil 
knows, but does not love his Maker: and all na- 
tural men are like him, be their appearance and ac- 
; quiſitions what they may. But, 1 i needleſs to 


ſpend time in illuſtrating this propoſition, that ſome 


learned characters are ignorant of God. For, inſpi- - 
ration expreſsly ſays, that not many wiſe men after 


the fleſh, not many mighty, and not W noble 
are called, | 35 . 8 . 
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Secondly by We are Penſomeod with os folly « 
-thoſe who think they are ſavingly acquainted SM 
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Cod. Wo they haye __ the ſubjects of a little | 
conviction of conſcience. F or, if all convinced 
perſons were the ſubjects of ſpecial grace, we ſhould 
not ſee ſo many of them return in haſte to their for- 
mer courſes, as a dog to his vomit, and like a ſow 
| that was waſhed to her wallowing 1 in the mire. But, 
hat conviction is not converſion i 1s evident from 
this glaring conſideration, that all the reprobates 
will be the ſubjects of keen conviction at the great 
day. How criminally blind, therefore, are thoſe, 
who conclude they are favingly acquainted with 
God; only becauſe they have: been the ſubjects * 
more or leſs conviction 7 And, whether we do not 
ſome of us. belong to this deluded claſs of anne 
Who miſtake a little faint conviction of conſcience, 
for the ſaving knowledge of che heart, is worthy of 
the moſt careful examination. For, the miſtake i is 
dangerous if not . wy But ; | 


Third. It does 1 not follow, chat a a man knows . 
God, becauſe he concludes he i is ſafe i in the hand of a 
Infinite mercy and compaſſion, That God 1 18 mer- 5 
.cifal;,no one diſputes 3 but, that he will ſaye thoſe 


=p 


— 


5 13 5 e 
who. Jie in their fins, remains ey to be. proved. 
For, when the Holy Ghoſt ſays, © Behold now is 
the accepted time, behold: now is the day of ſalva- 
tion, he does not ſay, there will be another ſtate 
of probation beyond the grave ; but, an unremit- 
ting, endleſs ſtate of puniſhment, | The obvious 
language of the New Teſtament is this, that God 
will, curſe. the wicked as long, as he will bleſs the 
righteous. He, therefore, who fondly flatters him- 
ſelf, that he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe God will not 


make any of his creatures eternally miſerable, has * 


but too far embraced the deluſion of thoſe, who be- 
lieve a he, that they might be damned. But, alas 1 
There are many, who are building upon this ſand ö 
foundation : for, they are not able to advance A 
ſingle word againſt the ri ighteouſneſs af-endleſs pu- 
niſhment, which does not militate againſt the juſ- 
tice of God i in puniſhing | ſingers. at all. For, who 
Can tell, but an endleſs diſplay « of God's punitive = 
Juſtice, is not as neceſſary, as a temporal diſplay.2 
Let no one therefore preſume, | that he is ſavingly 
acquainted with. God, becauſe he has evidence, thar : 
| God | is merciful : for, he 1 is as Juſt, as he i is merci- 


5 ourthly, 


the laune of che law. But 


EE 
Fourtbly. Tt does not follow, that a man knows 
God, becauſe he UNE hichſelf righteous." For, men 
are as ſubject to a miſtake of this nature, as any 


other, and Satan! is always ready to fix the decepti- 


on. It is frequently the caſe, that perſons think 


themſelves to be ſomething when they are nothing. 
The Jews in the time of Chriſt, preſented a fla- 


grant inſtance of 'this nature. They did not heſi- 
tate to call themſelves the children of Abraham, 


and heirs according to che n But, what 


TAY © 


whit knew ent ** 115 did not call them the 


children of God; but the children of the Devil. | 


They concluded, that they knew -God in conſe- 
quence of their obedience; but, the fact was. the 


reverſe : for, they were ignorant of him, 3 in conſe- 


"quence of their diſobedience. Hence, faid Chriſt, 


Ve neither know me, nor my Father: for he that 


is of God, heareth God's words.” T hey were 


| deſtitute of Jove to God, and their knowledge . 


therefore was nothing but i ignorance. For, love | is 


49% N 17 po 
1 .* 1 * OY 
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_ Fifthly, 
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Fifably. There are others , who do not make 4 
very obedient appearance, and haye little to ſay 1 in «x 
favour of their lives, who perſuade themſelves, they 4 f | 
are the children of God; becauſe they hear God 
ſay, © Be of good cheer, your {ins are forgiven,” 

1 hey pretend, they know the voice of God, and 
that! it is the voice of a forgiving Father: But, what 
are theſe better chan blind enthoſtats, who : are pre- 
pared to give credit to any ching Satan preſents? F 
For, who has evidence of the dec!: aration of pardon, 
by any reſemblarice of an audible voice? There 
are other imaginary creatures, who tell us of ſeeing - 
-Chriſt the bleeding Sayiour, with their bodily eyes. 
I might mention others ſtill, who in conſequence 
of the confuſed i images of their « own minds, dream | 
4 that they are converted, and wake up and believe 
"Th without any kind of ceremony. Such are the 
delufions of men reſpecting the things of religion: 
and, if the heart were not deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked, we could n ot be the ſub= 
jects of ſuch groſs irapoſitions. It is, therefore, = 
| neceſſary that all perfons of uneven tempers, 
and ; a great How of animal affections, ſhould. be 
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; exceedingly careful, leſt they fall into the ſnare of - 


the Devil. For he loves to make men believe they 


we chriſtians, when they are not; if he cannot 


perſuade them to adopt any thing more fatal to 
their ſouls: | 


Bur, I 1 only time to ** it is not the 


exerciſe of the head ; it is not the exerciſe of ar- | 


mal affections ; it is not any exerciſe of the natural 
man; it is not any knowledge | or operation of his, 
which conſtitutes an acquaintance with. God. For, 
thougha, a man were poſſeſſed of the mind of an An- 
gel, and ſhould appear to be perfectiy holy, he 
would be a ſtranger to God, if deſtitute of that 
charity which ſeeketh not her OWN. - He would be ; 
nothing. Hence, ſays the Apoſtle, a Who had 
drawn the thread of external obedience without 
love, to a great length: Though 1 ſpeak with 
the tongues of men and angels; though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries, | 
and all knowledge; and, though I beſtow all my 
goods to feed the poor; and though Igive my bo- | 
dy to be burned and have not charity, it ee 
; me 


thy. 
me nothing. "It is, therefore; a great agile 


God; for, 1 it is a great ching to be like him. How 


many Were inn creatures are chere chen 
in the world ok But 


\ Ry 7 , { EY e . 5 
* a 4 x. 71 IX. 


* SECONDLY, "Lats us + Kd to the nature off] 
truſting 1 in the Lord. As truſting God | in n an ex- 
ercife of heart, which i is peculiar to theſe who" are 
acquainted with him by impartial love, 1 hope 10 
one will haſtily diſcard the following ys, 
in conſequence of 1 its crofing the feelings of ſlfiſh | 
men. For, if natural men were not heartily gle 
ed to goſpel faith, the neceſſity of regeneration, 
Would be entirely precluded. Let me, therefore, 
Juſt premiſe, that it is not the groundleſs conſidenee 
of au who foppoſe that the - happineſs of man, 
"was was God's principal end i in his creation; it is not 
"the confidence of Arians, Socinians, not Vives. 
a faliſts; nor is it any elk confidence whatever, 
"which 1 intend to delineate ; 3 but, the confidente 
of impartial men, e love God, rule he 1 
"infinitely perfect and 1 m We and gbrerns alf r 


for tlie mnanifeſtarion of his perfedtions; | For, k 
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FR Let me, therefore obſerve, 


-who cannot ede in God, becauſe he made all - 
things for himſelf, even the wicked, for the day of 
evil, is deftitute of a chriſtian ſpirit. He has not 


the ſpirit of Chriſt, and, is ſaareforey none of his. 


. 


arp, The 1 who ach! in God, is cordi- 


ally willing to be entirely dependent on him. T hats 


we are wholly dependent on God, no one can mo- 


deſtly diſpute. For, inſpiration lays, In him we 
live and move, and have our being, that in him are 
all our ways, and without him we can do nothing. 

Who, therefore, can put his truſt i in God, while a- 
verſe from a ſtate of dependence? For, chriſtian 
confidence is not any thing of an impulſive nature, 


He who obediently confides in God, acts freely. 


It is his choice to depend on his Maker, as it is the 
choice of a little child, to be earried in the arms of 
a tender parent. Both are dependent, and both 


chooſe to remain ſo. Thoſe, therefore, who aſpire 


. after independence, and feel averſe from being in 
the hand of God, are equally averſe | from confiding 
in him. But, this is che temper o of all natural men; 
for, 


1663 


1 9 I 
© pride is a moral diſorder, which: univerſalfy 


almoſt get that they are Creatures, and that duſt 


is their original. The poor are as frequently envi- 


ous, and full of complaints, 1 bey are not conten- 


ted with che diſpoſals of Providence. All natural 


5 men would, if poſſible, eſcape: a ſtare of dependence. | 
: Hence, they fay 1 unto God, c Depart from us, for 


54. 93 31 ; . 


we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways.* They , 
charge God with being a hard maſter, and call his 


ways unjuſt, Since, therefore, riches and poverty, 


ſickneſs and health, proſperity and adverſity, 8 life 5 


and death a0 all” circumſtances which attend us, 5 


2 IG 
20 3; \ 47 


are under the direQion of God, it is impoſſible for 


us; "ago Fr 
IL 1 3 


us to confi in! him, but only in proportion to our 
being pleaſed with a ſtate of entire dependence. "Tr 


our dependence is grateful, our confidence will be 
5 oY f 
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unſhaken, | But, fr not, we ſhall be as Tow. to truſt 
1 | Ne 


= (oben; we do not ſee the event) as a malefac- 


7 * is to truſt his Judge, W hen he has the power of 


prevails, from the higheſt ranks and denominations : 
of men, to the loweſt. The rich are oſten haughty 
and regardleſs $ of the poor, though they are as depen- 

dent on God, as the worms re their feet. "They 
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ile anck death in his land. No man loves to truſt 
God, who does not love to be dependent; but he 
who is pleaſed with his dependence; will confide in 
him with all his heart, and is erase thankful that 


* * . 
we Has the pcs noun; i bow no 5, 
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Saß, To truſt God, implies the n moſt gen- 


vine. re epentance for all our criminality, We are ; 


* 
. —̃ — 


moral agents. 'T he inſpiration of the Almi ig hey 


. 
a 3 121 


has as given us underſtanding, and freedom.” We 
| were deſi igned for the noble ſervice, and the ſub. 
lime enjoyment « of our Maker, | But alas What 


GAS +4 


have WE done: © Hear 0 heavens, and give car 0 
earth! For, we have finned againſt the greateſt and 
beſt of Beings ! We have violated God's laws, and 


* 70 Cf 


29 


deſpiſed the rectitude of his adminiſtrations, 9 8 


N » 
ud | 12. P. 


therefore, deſerve nothing e except his endleſs wrath, 


+42 + e200 


and curſe, Bu > this 1 is not the meaſure of our 
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Suilt. For, as though | it were not: enough, to fin 
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againſt the Parent of all good, we have added fin 


— 


41 724. enn 41 1 34.3 3UQ. 
to fin, i 1 the moſt daring manner, by lighting he 


Dleſſed Saviour. Like the i impious Jews, who 1 8 


2 9 2 4 * . „Ar 
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ert 8 2: | 
5 ec of all previous geſlement, in 8 
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8 E 4 1 
et, hide we have voluntarily made their fin * 
on, by treading upon the precious blood of atone- 
ane, Fon ce are-guilry of this 
d fn of unbelief. 'Chrilt has called, and 
| We e have wilfully ſtopped our cars. He has offered 
„ us. eterhal life without money and winliout price, 
| : and. we have repeatedly rejected i it. We have re- 
bed cad grieval:the Holy Spirit. - We have dealt 
»crachly with: our own fouls, and the ſouls of others, 
For, in neglecting the. great falyation, we have. ſet 
the malt Pernikious example. In 2 word,” we can 
only eſtimate our guilt, by the good we have op- 


: | . poſed. But, we have oppoſed the glary of God in 4 : 
the projperiry of Chriſt's kingdom. Yer, bleſſed | : 
; be God, not withſtunding our e ee — 
refu-ibfinitely aggravated, We ate: invited to a 4 
bim! for mercy. - And wuig can noocaſt hinafelf <7 


upon divine . Merch, without a penirant, humble : 
heart? Vcho, can come to God, Without he turns 

} from fin Shall che Prodigal who: left his Father's 
.ilouſ/fn the moſt indutiful manger, ail cantinue 
-pettrent'? | Shall he) till 'grieve;:and diſhonour . 
 ibF ad gauey imſelf ? No: let it never. 8 
0d * | I 
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dk e 
be mentioned. Let him repent; let him come to 
himſelf; let him be deeply humbled for his offence; . 
Jet him return to his Father's endearing : arr 
and waiting table, where there is -love, pardon and 
Plenty. Let him come and confeſs his ſins; for 
A Father will run to meet him, and embrace him 
uMith a flood of tears. And thus, my hearers, we 
| - muſt do, or we ſhall not put our truſt in God. We 
1 muſt return to God, by the moſt ſincere repentance 
before we can truſt him. We ſhall never truſt 
ma God, while going from him. We muſt come 
-to ourſelves, or we ſhall not come to God with 
-chriſtian Sünde br God has no commu- 
nion with the departing ſinner. Let, therefore, the 
humble, and penitent examples of the Prodigal 

5 and Publican, inſpire all ignorant, and diſtracted 
: finners, to come with bleeding hearts, and cult 
: themſelves upon the mercy of God. For, THAT 
man only who is penitently, and unfeignedly ſick 
of ſin, will Properly apply to the Phyſician: of 

Souls for healing mercy, and chnftde in his Neill. 
No ane can truſt im God to be ſaved from iin, be- 
* ore he heartily repents, that he is a ſinner.” For, 
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; ue a . repents of ſin, he does not deſire 


to be ſaved from it, but only for the ſi ake of eſcap= 
ing the penalty of the law. Cordial repentance 


is, therefore, always implied, in chriſtian | confi, 
dence. 2 But 1 no 9 3 . a "7 a ä 1 i 1 Yo 


is. / Wh, ＋ Wing in the Lord, implies entire 
fub: niſſion to his will. F or, God is a Sovereign. 
By the fovereignty of God, is not meant, if the 
obſervation be neceſſary, that he is a capricious; 
unreaſonable being. For, the thought is not ad- | 
miſſible, that he ever acts but under the guidance 
of infinite wiſdom, and the influence of infinite 
goodneſs. But, by che divine ſovereignty, i 1s —_— 
that-God worketh all things after. the counſel of 
his own will. He does not aſk. angels; nor men, 
What! is beſt to ha done, in heaven or earth: but, 
in conſequence of the infipite perfection of his na- 
ture, governs all things i in the univerſe, according 8 
to his own pleaſure. He, therefore, who cannot 
ſubmit to the ſoverei gn will of God, as expreſſed 
in his word, and explained in his Providences, is 
Lee of chriſtian, confidence. For, Chriſt who. 
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J dhe ſtandard of all chülttan breite, came Rod © 


to do his own, but the will of his Father who-ſeng 


kim, and finiſn his work. Thoſe, therefore, who 


copy his confidence, will more or leſs imitate his 
ſubmiſſion, to the divine will: and, he who poſſeſs 


ſes the greateſt ſubmiſſion, will allo poſſeks the high 


cf confidence, 


er, that troſting in God implies aii to 
his will, is evident from this conſideration, that his 
fovereign pleaſure, 1 is the only foundation of hope. 
As the ſtream depends upon the fountain; fo we 


depend aer upon the divine pleafore 5 for every 


favour we enjoy. We poſſeſs quſt what God: ples | 
ws ſes to give us, and no more and, as he does his 
| pleaſure: with us now, fo he will hereafter: 5 But, 
who knows the next-event 2 Who knows, what Aa 


day or an hour may bring forth ? Does the huſ- 
bandman know, when he ſows his ſeed, whether it 


bang 8 a crop ? Does the merchant know 


make a profperous voyage 2 Does Ge man \of af 
x uence wa thathis intereſt wall be ſafe,” at any | 


"> nt 5 es future 


+ x. + 

5 * fluture period ? Who knows, that his children wil | 
= 4 4 _ eſcape the flames this night ? And do any of us 

* *Know, that we ſhall live another day, or hour * 


__. No: we have no knowledge of futurity at all. 
Fa We are alike 3 ignorant of what is to come. What 
then ſhall we do ? Muſt we truſt God | in the dark ? 


Leet us truſt a kind” Providence, 18 the united voice. | 


But, what do we mean by te ulting Providence ? 

Shall we leave ourſelves, and all we poſſeſs in the 
hand of God voluntarily, or becauſe we are com- 
pelled to it, and cannot do otherwiſe ? The anſwer 

1s ready; 3 we muſt do it voluntarily: for, chriſtian 
confidence i is not any thing of an impulſive nature. 

No man acts more freely than the ſubmiſſive chrif— | 
tian, Who in imitation of Chriſt, fays, Let the, , 
will of the Lord be done 


Sts this prints. a. 6ial.. For, forme FOG 
are called by che meſſenger of death, to depart, who 
have no evidence, that they are prepared to die. 
The queſtion is, therefore, this; what ſhall they 
do at this ſerious'r moment ? 151 it duty to trult in 


God, or not Fa Eyery o one ie lays, it is duty to. truſt 
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God. But, let us be cl careful in what we advance; 
that nothing need be recalled. The queſtion re⸗ 
turns, how ought a dying man to feel, who has no 
evidence that he 1 is a chriſtian ? Shall he cruſt God > 

Shall he commit himſelf to his Maker ? All ſay 
yes. But, is it his duty to leave his ſoul in the 
hand of God with ſubmiſſion, or without ſubmiſſi- 
Or ! is it beſt to be ſtupid ? No one will ſay 
it is beſt to be ſtupid, or refractory. The conſe- 
quence i IS then plain, that i It is his duty to leave his 
foul ſubmiſſively with God, who hath mercy on 
whom he will, and whom bp will he hardeneth. 
For, thus ſaith the Lord : "he Hath not the potter 
power over the clay of the fame lump, to make one 
veſſel unto honour, and another unto diſhonour. 
And, who art thou, O. man, that replielt againſt 
God?“ Is not this, therefore, the language of a good 
man, Who does not think he is a chriſtian, While 
going out of time into eternity? Wil he not feel 


in this manner ir 414d 


* 3 1 
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C 0 Lord, 1 am thy creature. 1 bou haſt made 
me er Lf glory ; 1 and furniſhed me with abilities, : 


1 PR; | | for 


7” * 
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for the noble ſervices and enjoyments of religion. 


But, F have not anſwered the end of my creation. 
Þ have finned againſt my Maker, and deſerve no- 
thing, but endleſs deſtruction. And, ſhould thy 
wrath wax hot againſt me, and inſtantly ſepa arate 
me from all good to all evil, chy chrone would be | 
guiltleſs. T. 0 thee, therefore, at this ſolemn mo- 
ment, commit my eternal all. Te 0 thy ſovereign 
diſpoſal, I unreſeryedly reſign this immortal ſpirit. 
As 1 have not ſerved thee here, thou haſt an unli- 
mited right | to make me the monument of thy juſt 
» difpleaſure forever, If I am ſaved, I hall be 
E thankful ; ; and, if 1 am loft, I cannot but be ſub, 
| miſſive. For, thy juſtice muſt be honoured, as well 
as thy mercy. Here. Lord, I am a dying, ſinfal 
creature and as I cannot claim any bleſſing, and 
| deſerve nothing but the. dreadful curſe, to thy infi- 
nite juſtice I now ſubmit. Bur, O gracious God, 0 
be mereiful to a poor ſinner, for the ſake of the 
7 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has honoured thy juſtice 
more upon the croſs, than J can honour it in hell 
forever. As Chriſt lives, let me live alſo, and the 
glory all be thine. But THY WILL BE DONE 


for thou art Gop : and if I periſh, I Peri!“ 3 
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Is this, my hearers, too much for a man to fay, 
as he leaves the world, who does not indulge the 
thought, that he 1 is a chriſtian } ? Is this the language 
of ſubmiſſiye confidence; or not? Judge ye. You 
will hardly ſay i It is not., F or, he who. cannot truſt 
God i in this manner, will depart from him, becauſe 
5 : there is no other alternative Let us, therefore, re- 

: member, that as a man ought to truſt God with 
every one of his fellow-creatures, whom bei is bound 
to love as another ſelf, though he knows not who 
will be ſaved, and who loſt, that it is equally pro- 
per w leave himſelf with God, notwithſtanding he 
has no evidence of his own ſafety, Let this truth 


#110 have its due weight now upon our minds, that 


the man who can properly leaye the human race in 


the hand of God, can certainly truſt God with his OWN | 


threatening caſe, even in the ſhadow of death. For, cow 


to commit one ſoul to God, does not require more 


V+ 


confidence 1 in him, than to commit millions : and, 
he who is more concerned for himſelf, than he is for * 
the ſouls of his children, and the ſouls of the 7 
family of mankind, 18 deſtitute of benevolent cons, 


cern. F or, we are commanded to feel like God, 
who 


4 


* * 
7, 


„F Om. i 
who! boves al fouls more than one, becauſe theme are 
more valuable. a i 


. 5 to return; ; it is s evident, that the moſt v un. 
reſerved. ſubmiſſion, f Is inſeparably. blended win 
chriſtian confidence, as every advanced chriſtian 
; knows by happy experience. For, though a chril- 

tian be poſſeſſed of unwavering aſſurance, he is more 
or leſs happy, | in the en oyment of God,in propor- : 
4 to his ſubmiſſive confidence. When he feels a 


himſelf loſt in contemplating the divine glory, as 


wat. a ray of light 1 is loſt in the centre of the ſun, 


** | f 
Which open d the boſom of 3 1 0 for the 
7 miſſion Chriſt 90 this depraved world. It was 
/ * the he fold of mercy, which induced the Saviour, to 
| . come 


* 
1 * F 
- 
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tome from heaven to earth, and clothe himſelf in 
human form. It was eternal grace, which led him 
through thoſe unexampled ſcenes of reproach, and 
ſuffering, from the manger \ to the tomb. It ĩs God's 

mercy which ſaves us from death ; which makes 
the offer of life ; which ſtrives with ſinners, which 
| convinces them, and forms their hearts for Chriſt, 
and eternal glory. In a word; we are indebted to 
2 divine mercy, for all our paſt and preſent enjoy 
: ments, and for all our reaſonable expectations & 
futurity. Who, then can put his truſt in God, 

without the deepeſt gratitude of heart ? Who, can 
think of increaſing his infinite debt, by chriſtian 


confidence, without the moſt grateful aſcriptions | 3s 


Accordingly, ſays the good man, Iwill ging of 
the mercies of the Lord forever, His praiſe ſhall 
continually be i in my mouth. For, his mercy 18 
from everlaſting to everlaſting.” 


"But 


1 remitting 


5 hat, God. , 


loves the weight of e — 


\ 


buy, FR Truſting in God, implies 


obedience to the divine commands. 
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made us for vigilance and activity, Is as evident, 26, „ 


that, 


[Ry 

that he made the fun to give us light. His com⸗ 
mands, therefore, fince we are ignorant creatures; 
are always neceſſary, to lead us into the paths of 
pious confidence. Natural things are happily em- 
blematical of moral: and, as a temperate uſe of 
food 1s neceſſary to the preſervation of life: as ſow- 


ing 18 neceſſary to reaping; and, as che diligent 


hand maketh rich; ſo; for a man to be rich in faith, 
he muſt be rich in good works. F or, faith work⸗ 
eth by love: and, as the body without the fprit i 1s 
dead; ſo faith without works 18 dead. Means, and 
c ends are inſeparably. connected : aj, no man * 
expect the latter, without the moſt diligent” uſe of 
the former. For inſtance; he who neglects his 
cloſer, may.not expect the bleſſings which are gran- 
ted in anſwer to fecxet prayer. He who neglects 
his Bible, and the houſe of God, has nothing to ex- 
pect, but .i ignorance inſtead of inſtruction. And, 


how can he Who turns his back from e to 


month, and from year to year upon the table of 


the Ted: reap the advantage of chriſtian fellowſhip - 


ö and communion | ? In a word ; he who neglects to 
draw near God according to his appointments may 
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fore, fow the ſeeds of chriſtian confidence” both 
morning and evening; and at all times of the day, 
by ict obedience to the divine command. The 
pearl of great price cannot be obtained by indo 


lence; but we muſt ſeek it as Fiete a hr for 


it as for hidden treaſure. We muſt be as diligent to 
ſecure eternal riches; as men generally are to ſecure 
— fempordl riches, Like Chriſt, who ſpent all his 
time in doing good, and was not 4 ranger to mid- 


night prayer; fo, we muſt watch and pray nd re 


deem the time, becauſe the ae evil. As God 


himſelf makes uſe of means to accompliſh his great 
deſign, we muſt improve all the means of grace, 
0 0 his 


* 


by waiting on him in the paths of obedien 
commands : for, we ſhall not find him any where 


elſe. Fe or, while he clothes the diligent chriſtian 
With the garments of ſalvation, and fills his heart 


with the moſt unſhaken confidence, he has nothing 


for the-idle ſoul, but poverty, trembling and deſ- 
truction. Let us; therefore; not miſtake ſinful caſe 
for obedient confidence: : for, they are as directly | 
„„ Ns oppoſed 


take it for granted, that God will negle him, and 
treat kind with great diſpleaſure: We muſt, there 


* 


— — + = 6 
oppoſed to | eack other, as light and darkneſs. Nor 
let us expect chriſtian confidence : pile deſtitute of 
chriſtian obediance. For, i It is more abſurd, than 
to expect the continuance of health; without mak 
ing uſe of the means of life: * Let us, therefore, act 
like men. Let us keep pace with time : and do 


the things of the day while it laſts ; for the night 
of death is at hand. But 


OM 


THIRDLY, Let us attend ts the Canbäzieh 
between knowing God, and truſting him. For, 8 
the text preſents. ſuch a connexion, and it is our bu- 
fineſs to eſtabliſh, and illuſtrate it. 


1 Firſt, T hoſe who Sor God will put their truſt 
in him, becauſe chriſtian knowledge and chriſtian 
confidence are inſeparably related. As chriſtian 
knowledge conſiſts in loving God ſupremely, it ne- 
ceſſarily leads to the moſt entire confidence in him. = 
There 1 iS nothing more natural, than for perſons to 
confide in thoſe they love and eſteem. The duti- 
ful child confides in his father, becauſe he loves 
him. The obedient ſubject puts confilnace' in his 
ruler, becauſe he is |. Pleaſed with his character. 5 


E | N Thus , | 


'® 


LS, 
Thus, the good man is diſpoſed to confide in his 
Maker, becauſe he loves him with all his hearts. 
As the ſtream whith 18 derived from the ſea, natu- 
rally recurs to it again; o true love has no reſt, 
but in God the original fountain of all delight. 
Hence, ſays the faithful ſoul, © My meditation of 
him ſhall be ſweet : for, he is altogether lovely. 
By night on my bed I ſought him whom my ſoul. 
loveth : I found him ; I held him and would not 
let him * For, my help is in the name of the 


88 who made heaven and earth, , But, this 
leads Wiley, | | 


Secondly, That thoſe who know God, will con- 
fide in him, becauſe he is infinitely worthy of their 
higheſt confidence. God is perfect in his nature, 
and adminiſtrations, He is infinitely wiſe, to diſcern 

what 1s beſt ; he 1s infinitely good, to chooſe what 
is beſt, and he is infinitely powerful, He muſt, 
therefore, from the infinite perfection of his nature, 
adopt and execute the beſt poſſible plan. Thoſe, 
therefore, who have any proper acquaintance with 
dhe vonſummate excellency of his character, muſt | 


/ | neceſſarily 


TRI 


neceſſarily truſt him without reſerve. For, he is a 


* 


light to thoſe who are involved in darkneſs. Hence, 
fays the ſpirit, Who is among you that feareth ; | 
the Lord, that walketh | in darkneſs, and. hath, no. 31 

light; let him truſt in the name of the Lord, a nd 
ſtay upon his God.“ He is alſo ſtrength to FA 

weak, and Idves to make his ſtrength perfect, in 
granting them ſeaſonable ſupport. T herefore, he 
fays to his feeble children: Fear not, for, I am 
with thee; be not diſmayed; for, I am thy God : 
I will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteouſneſs.” God is alſo 
| the beſt comfort, and conſolation to all his diſcon- 
folate children. Therefore, ſays the bleſſed Re- 
deemer : For, the ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, 
becauſe he hath ſent me to bind up the broken 
hearted; to comfort all that mourn; to give them 
beauty for aſhes ; the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. In 
a word, God } is every thing to thoſe who love him, 
that boundleſs perfection can communicate. He 
ſeeds the hungry, clothes the naked, enti ohtens the 
blind, he delivers the ee ſupports the dying. 
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L 36 1 
and carries their ſouls ſafely throu gh the dark 
valley of the ſhadow of death into the realms of 
light, and endleſs } Joy. He never has, he never 
will forſake his friends, Far, as a father pitieth his 
children ; ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him, 
It i 18 impoſſible, therefore, but thoſe who are fayingly 

acquainted with his eternal, immutable, all perfect. 

_ charadter, ſhould truſt him. They will truſt God . 
With their filver and gold, their houſes and lands, 
and all their temporal intereſts, becauſe they are his 
property, and he has a perfect right to diſpoſe of 
them, to the honour of his great name. They 
chuſe that God ſhould give them more or leſs 
health, as he ſees fit; chat he ſhould ſet the bounds 
of life, and order all the circumſtances of death, 5 
They poſſeſs nothing, not excepting their immor- 

tal ſouls, but they freely commit to him; becauſe 
he | is infinitely perfect. And who are ſo happy as 
thoſe who can thus confide | in God? For they have 
nothing, and yet they poſſeſs all things i in the beſt 


ſenſe, becauſe the height of beirn is enjoy 


o 


ment. | But , 


Thirdly, 


1 
© 
w_ 
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Thirdly, That thoſe who know God, will truſt 
him, is evident from fact. Noah ſpent his eſtate 
in building the ark, and then went into it with his 
family, becauſe he knew God, Abraham truſted 
God, when he was called from his native land ; 
when God promiſed him a ſon under all the forbid- 
ding circumſtances of old age; for he was acquainy 
ted with divine faithfulneſs. Nor, was his confi- 


dence leſs tried, nor manifeſted i in- making Prepara- 


tions for that ſolemn ſacrifice. Similar confidence | 
was diſplayed | in Job, when he ſaid © The Lord gave 


and the Lord hath taken. away, and bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord: and, though he lay me, yet 


will E truſt. in him.” The temper of Eli, when he 
was told that God deſigned to deſtroy his children, 
is not leſs notable : : for, he ſaid, It is the Lords 


let him do what ſeemeth him good. David alſo 


ſays, Af I ſhall find favour i in the eyes af the Lordz 
he will bring, me.again, and ſhew me his habitati 


on; but, if he ſay I have no pleaſure i in thee; be- 


hold, here T am, let bim do to me as ſeemeth good 
to him.“ At another time of great trial, he choſe 


to fall- into the hand of the Lord, becauſe his mer- 


; 1 


e . dies 


| E 

cies were great. And, how gloriouſly did the thre 
worthies maintain their confidence in God, when 
to that aſpiring monarch, who attempted to com- 
pel them to idolatry by his flaming command, 
they calmly replied, If it be ſo, our God whom 
we ferve will deliver us out of the burning, fiery 
| furnace ; and he will deliver us out of thy hand, 

© king. I might eaſily deſcend to the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, who were confident in conſequence of 
their acquaintance with the divine character, that 
neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor any thing in the univerſe, could ſeparate them 
from the love of God. But, i it is needleſs. For theſe 
inſtances of pious confidence are ſufficient. to ſhew 
us, that-thoſe who know God, will put their truſt 
in him, becauſe he is infinitely perfect. But, let 
us reflect upon what we have paſſed over, and de- 
rive all the * reproof and conſolation we 
are able. 


F Ty I5 1 have given a proper view 7 of the 
nature of truſting i in "ow it is evident, that man 
perſong, 


* 


"2 
| perſons have very falſe and dangerous notions. 91 
ehriſtian confidence. The idle man who neither 
plows nor ſows, often ſpeaks of truſting Providence 
for his daily bread. The thoughtleſs ſinner, who 
neither reads nor prays, and the formal hypocrite, 
who does nothing in faith, both talk of truſting in 
God for the ſalvation of their ſouls. But, what, a= 
las, is this but glaring preſumption, | inſtead of 
chriſtian confidence? What is it but tempting 
God, inſtead of confiding i in him ? Yet, we often 
hear the moſt careleſs ſinners make uſe of the ſame 
language upon. their dying beds. It is, indeed, a 
rare ching, to find one of theſe careleſs or formal 
creatures without his blind confidence, at a dying 
moment. They generally ſay, that they put their 
truſt in God. But; what is their confidence better 
than compulſion 7? ? It is not certainly, voluntary 
confidence: for, if it were, they would be peni- 
tent, humble, and ſubmiſſive. They would not 
be ſtrangers to chriſtian experience: but, out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth would 
ſpeak. They would not be dumb, leſt they expoſe 55 
4 chemſelves. F hey would not be with ralkative'; 
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and recount their good actions. They wotild not 
de diſtracted with fear, nor tormented before the 


time. But, they would expreſs the humble and pe- 


'nitent, the believing and ſubmiſſive feelings of 
their ſouls, in the moſt AW, manner. We may, 


therefore, take it for granted, that both the thought-⸗ 


leſs finner, and the unfeeling formaliſt, are as often 


deceived; as they entertain hopes of their truſting 
| God. For chriſtian confidence is the fruit of a 
holy, and fubmiſſive life. But 


Secondly, Does not the tec expoſe the con- 
ſidence of others, who fondly expect to be noticed 
as the moſt lively chriſtians For, if men were 
ſincere in their profeſſions of truſting God in times 
of proſperity, they would reap the ſubmiſſive fruits 
of it, in times of adverſity. The yoke of affection 
would lie ealy upon their necks. They would be 
willing to be adviſed, and inſtructed by a child. 
They would receive chaſtiſement with mecknefs, 
and not ſuffer a ſingle complaint to eſcape their 


lips, or lodge in their hearts. For, thoſe who are 
acquainted with the ſecret of referring every thing 
| 8 


4a] 
1 God; ate Wes to ſee him Enite; © or frownz 
to continue life, or cut it ſhort, according to his 47 
| own pleaſure. God's will is their will, and his 
pleaſure is theirs”; They, therefore, rejoice in 
proſperity without being elatẽd, and mourn in ad 
verſity without being deze ected. When God gives, „ 
they are thankful ; and when he takes away, they 
„ amine F or; they are godly and contents 5 
ed. Whoſe confidence; therefore, will bear an im- 
partial examination? For, how often do men de- 
ſire favours without ſubmiſſion, ; and receive them 
3 . without gratitude 4 How often does proſperity 
make them proud and vain; and; how freq xently 
does adverſity make them refractory and diſconten- 8 
5 ted ? Since, therefore, men do not truſt God, . any | 
further than they ſubmit to his will ; have we not 
great reaſon to fear, that many confident perſons 5 
never truſted the Lord at all ? 1 judge no man; 
but, let the tree be —— "TA its fruit, | Let 5 
us, — od panel” 


\ 


| 


'T birdy, Examine outer byd 5. truths which 
 haye been preſented, while they are freſh 3 in mind. 


1 ne 5 
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ok let us do it without partiality; and without. 
hyporriſy. For, we ſhall ſoon be examined, by the 
. moſt ſtrict and impartial Judge. Do we know 
|, God?-I donotaſk, whether we knew him with 

1 our heads: for the devils know him in this man- 


ner. But, the ſerious queſtion is this; do we 


know him with our hearts ? If you anſwer yes ry 
let me aſk further. Are you the ſubjeẽts of the 
new birth 15 Are you new. creatures 5 Ha ave old., 
| <hings paſſed away, and have all things become 
mew? Is your love impartial ? Are you under the 
1 influence of that charity which ſeeketh not her own? 
Can you ſay from heart- felt experience; chat you 
love God more than every thing beſide, and that 
you make his honour the great end of you a@ticns? 


Will your lives, when impartially ſurveyed; prove 

that you have made the divine commands thi rule 

of your conduct? Do your cloſets bear teſtimony in 

3 favour of your humble; and penitent prayers? Dots 

. Chriſt know, that you have cordially ſymbolized 
with him at his table, or that you have ſincerely 

; deſired it ? And do our neighbours know, that | 
ve have loved them as ourſelves? L Do we keep 

| 25 conſclency. 
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conſeience void of offence. | in the whe ſenſe ? If = 
5 ve can anſwer theſe queſtions in the affirmative, we = | 

are ſavingly acquainted with God... But, if our . = 

heart condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, 4 


N ak again are you i pad with your «lat? 2 


e 


and knoweth all things. - But, linge thoſe who 
know God, will put their truſt in kim, lex me aſk 
whether you are poſſeſſed of, chriſtian confidence ? 

I do not aſk, whether you enjoy, or expect thoſe 
| favours only, which God pleaſes to communicate 3 
for, you cannot alter God's purpoſes ; 15 but, whe- 
ther your hearts harmonize with the divine diſpo- 
ſals? Can you fo. let the will of the Lord be 
1 ? Are you cordially. willing, that God mould 
order all your preſent and future circumſtances, of 
every nature, according g to his own pleaſu re? Do ” 
you feel diſpoſed to truſt him with your bodies ang 1 | 
| fouls, for time and eternity ? If not, how can you 
help yourſelves'? For, God's pleaſure wilt be done 
whether. you ſubmit! or not: and where is your \ 


gas ? For thatn man 18 is a an who finds 


87 


Are you penitent for your ſins? Are you humble 
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in proſperity, and ſubmiſſive in adverſity ? Tf G, 


you have reaſon to rejoice : but, if you are uneaſy 


with your circumſtances ; ; if you are proud when 
you prof per, and refradtory when you are affficted 
and diſappointed, you have reaſon to fear; for, 
\ your religion i is vain. Let us, therefore, ſearch and 


try our ways, chat we may be ſeaſonably prepared 


for that future trial which i Is Juſt at band. But 


F bub, 12 the fubjea be Wo to the : 
| conſolation of all diſconſalate chriſtians, 


Danny Brioven, * „„ 


Ware you mourn for fin, let not your hearts 


be diſcouraged ; but cruſt 3 in the Lord; for, in the 
5 Lord Jehovah 1 is everlaſting firength, You have 
5 leave to mourn lince you have ſinned, bur not with- 
- out hope. F or, the Lord reigns to accompliſh the 
dieſire of his friends, Lift up your heads then, and | 
95 rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh. He 

who made the heavens and earth, and turneth the 
\ ſhadow of death into the morning, will, ſoon en- 


lebten your Garkneſs, and crown * with eternal 5 
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nie. Chi will not leave you ; Eorhfortles 3 3 ad 


27 ”y 8 * 


as you ſow i in tears you will reap in Joy. Like 


| Pure gold, you will preſently come but of the fur- 
| Hace of afliction, prepared for the kingdom of 816 


by Your ſtate of tribulation is ſhort, but the glory 


hich follows will laſt forever. Remember that 


Chit was made perfect through ſuffering, and chat 


the moſt fiery trial i is the lot of his followers, Be 


ſubmiſſive, therefore, and Jet patience have her per- 


; fect work. For, God i is Faithful who will not ſuf- 


. 


to bear. E aſt not away, therefore, your confi- 


| For, yet a little while, and he that mall come, 0 


= 4 


jm 


come and will not tim. 5 
| 535 „„ 
To conclude ; let me addreſs a word to thoſe 


who know r not God, and are deſtitute of confidence | 


in the Almighty, 9 


My F rox Moxrara, e 
\ 


Tur period; the n Nee n ſoon ar- 


nve, when you" wil find the neceſſity of chriſſian 
| confidence. 


fer you to be tergpted, above what you are able 


dence, which hath. great recompence ; 'of reward. 
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confidence, Our lives are ſhort, and ſhort will bs 

the ſlumber of theſe mortal bodies in the grave. 
The Lord will come, and he will come with infi- | 

| ite majeſty, and vengeance. At the voice of the 
Arch-Angeh, ; and the trump « of God, the earth and 8 

5 muſt give up their ſcattered dead. You, and L, 

. anda muſt hear the commanding ſound, and come 
K forth ; thoſe that have done good, X to the reſurrecti- 
on of life, and thoſe that have done evil, to the reſur- 
3 rection of damnation. We ſhall ſoon ſce the Judge 
3 geſcend i in flaming fire, and take his awful ſeat. 
Saints will rejoice, and ſinners tremble. For, Chriſt 
will call the univerſe before his bar, to reward his 
friends with: everlaſting life, and puniſh thaſe that 
Wh not God, with everlaſting deftruftivn from 
the preſence of the Lord. Acquaint then yo - 
ſelves now with God, and put your truſt in ever- 
& Bog ſtrength. For, now is the accepted time. 
5 Be wiſe therefore to day, leſt folly wwe your eter 
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